
  Approved Council Meeting Minutes 01/11/2022 

  Page 2 
 

                    

  

City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Regular Council Meeting 

Tuesday, January 11, 2022, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:30 p.m. 
 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Council President Cornel Munteanu called the meeting to 

order at 7:30 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  Councilmen Lori Jones (arrived at 7:36 p.m.), Jay 

McFadden, Yvonne Buchholz and Brian Chitester were present.  

 

Also, in attendance:  James Graven, Mayor, Andrew Bemer, Law Director (via Webex), Matt 

Sheehan, Fire Chief, Odis Rogers, Police Chief, Joe Borczuch, Service Director, Tom Jordan, 

Economic Development Consultant, and Cory Swaisgood (via Webex), Finance Director.  Audience: 

18.  

 

Approval of Minutes  
Mr. Chitester moved to approve the minutes from the Regular Council Meeting of December 28, 

2021; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to approve the minutes from the Organizational Meeting of Council of January 

3, 2022; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried. 

 

Consideration of Amendment to the Agenda - None 

 

Mayor’s Report and Appointments  

Mayor Graven stated that Ready Certify is present to give the city an award.  

 

Mark Christie, Cuyahoga County Emergency Manager, and he is present with David Wood who is 

the Senior Emergency Management Specialist and administers a program called Ready Certify.  He 

believes that everyone is familiar with Ready Certify as this community was initially certified five 

years ago.  He was present about six years ago for the city’s first certification.  For those, that may 

not be familiar with the program, Ready Certify is a certification program for communities and is 

voluntary.  It is basically for community safety forces to set goals, for different areas of emergency 

management for training, planning, exercising.  These goals and standards are based on best practices 

across the country, lessons learned, and they are all pretty rigorous but obtainable.  He stated that he 

wants to emphasize that this is a voluntary program and no requirements.  He stated that Olmsted 

Falls is in a select few communities and large organizations that actually take the time to go through 

this process with our office.  There is a five-year recertification as part of maintain compliance with 

our program and we are here tonight because Olmsted Falls took the time and the effort ensuring that 

they were compliant with the standards even amid a pandemic, which he believes is a testament to the 

safety forces that you have in the community.  The whole intention of this program is to go above and 

beyond what you should be doing for emergency management and public safety to better protect and 

prepare the community and the citizens and that is all to ensure that you will have an efficient 

response to a large scale emergency and hopefully a speedy recovery thereafter.  He wants to again 

emphasize that Olmsted Falls is part of a select group for having gone through this process yet again 

and you should be proud of that.  He would like to extend his gratitude to the fire and police chief’s 
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for always being good partners to his office and for participating in this program.  He congratulated 

the City of Olmsted Falls.  He then read the plaque being presented: “In recognition of Olmsted Falls 

enduring commitment to emergency preparedness and the safety and well being of its citizens it is 

with great honor that Olmsted Falls is declared recertified in Cuyahoga County’s Ready Certify 

Emergency Management certification program.”  Mr. Christie congratulated Mayor Graven.  Mayor 

Graven thanked Mr. Christie and on behalf of the city he appreciates the award.  HE also thanked the 

chiefs for the fine work they are doing along with all the members of the safety forces.  

 

Mayor Graven administered the oath of office to Officer Michael Dunegan for his promotion to the 

rank of sergeant.   

 

Mr. Munteanu indicated that Council would take a few moments to allow the officers to clear the 

room if they so choose.  

 

Mayor Graven stated that this morning he, Chief Rogers and community officer Ed Gray attended the 

funeral for Cleveland Police Officer Shane Bartek, it was a very moving funeral.  He than asked for a 

moment of silence for Cleveland Police Officer Shane Bartek.   

 

He stated that as northeast Ohio continues to see a surge in positive Coronavirus cases, the city took 

action to slow the spread of COVID 19 and Omicron by closing City Hall and the Senior Center to 

the public starting on Thursday, January 6th and will continue to be closed until it is safe to reopen.  

This will be continually monitored by the Cuyahoga County Health District and the city.  He stated 

that Cuyahoga County is experiencing an unprecedented surge in COVID 19 cases.  These are 

historic highs for our county since the start of the pandemic.  The Omicron variant, which is highly 

contagious, is spreading widely and quickly.  We are taking these actions to protect our residents and 

keep them safe.  Please take actions to stay safe during this surge.  Our support of each other is just as 

important now as it was at the start of the pandemic two years ago.  Ms. Jones asked if this would 

include Council meetings.  Mayor Graven replied no.  Ms. Jones asked if the meetings would still be 

open to the public.  Mayor Graven replied yes.  

 

Mayor Graven stated that the city’s finances are in good shape and as of January 3, 2022 our cash 

balance is approximately $1.6 million and our unencumbered balance is approximately $1.3 million.  

The Capital Improvement Fund 301 has an ending balance of over $500,000 so we continue to look 

good financially.  

 

Later this evening, Tom Jordan will discuss the storefront program that we want to implement in the 

very near future.  

 

Chief Sheehan will give Council an update on the run totals for the last year that he just compiled.  

We are up just a little bit more than last year.  

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to appoint Joe Borczuch to the position of Service Director; Mr. Chitester 

seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Communications from Residents  

 

Ann Reichle, business located at 8155 Columbia Road, stated that her question is to Councilman 

Chitester, she is wondering as the liaison to ABR if he knows what is going on with Gibbs’ 

nonadherence to the guidelines that ABR set out.  Mr. Chitester stated that he is the liaison and he 

does not take an active role in their ongoing discussions with applicants such as Gibbs.  He would 

need to refresh his memory as it has been a few months since he came in and discussed whether the 

structure was permanent.  As of now, he has not appeared before the board since and as of right now 

he is not appointed as the liaison so he cannot add anymore details.  He will bring this matter up to 

the chairman to see if there is anything else going on.  Mayor Graven stated that after the last Council 

meeting there was a question concerning Gibbs Butcher and Brews and we received a memo from 

City Planner George Smerigan which states: “Regarding Gibbs Butcher and Brews zoning status, 

please be advised that on February 3, 2021 the Planning and Zoning Commission approved a 

conditional use permit and site plan authorizing an expansion of outdoor dining for Gibbs Butcher 

and Brews, that approval included authorization of a structure to cover food preparation area and 

provide outdoor storage.  The Commission approved the location and size of that structure but 

stipulated that since the building is located within the historic district the final design of the 

permanent structure would be as approved by the Architectural Board of Review.  James Dixon 

representing Gibbs Butcher and Brews has appeared before the Architectural Board of Review but 

has not as yet received his final approval on a proposed design for the permanent structure. As City 

Planner it is my position that Gibbs Butcher and Brews was authorized to use the existing temporary 

structure until such time as a final determination is made by the Architectural Board of Review 

regarding the permanent design of the structure. The Planning and Zoning Commission did not place 

any time limitation on the Architectural Board of Review for approving a final design. Therefore, it is 

my determination that the existing structure being used to cover the outdoor cooking area is legal and 

in compliance with the February 3rd action of the Planning and Zoning Commission. It is my further 

position that the existing temporary structure may continue to be utilized until such as Architectural 

Board of Review approves the design of a permanent structure.”  Ms. Reichle stated that means 

literally until he receives; so, 50 years from now if its still standing there and he hasn’t received 

approval from ABR it can continue to stand.  Mr. Chitester stated that the ABR will be meeting on 

the 13th and he will be attending that meeting and would encourage Ms. Reichle to attend to ask any 

questions she may have.  If she cannot attend, he will express her concerns to the board.  Ms. Jones 

stated that she has spoken with some people from ABR, and she has a copy of the original paperwork 

that was filed with the city and it was approved as a tent so there has been controversy during the 

whole time of this.  Then it wasn’t a tent it was an awning type thing and the ABR has consistently 

said that it does not meet it; and they kept getting extensions from somewhere and then they said the 

deadline was November 1st to take that down.  She is confused, does ABR or Planning and Zoning 

decide what things look like cause it seems to her that there is a conflict between ABR and Planning 

and Zoning; ABR says no but Planning and Zoning says yes but now you get an extension now you 

get another extension and ABR said it doesn’t meet it, they didn’t comply with this and Planning and 

Zoning says that’s ok; so maybe next time someone could explain who is in charge, it is Planning and 

Zoning or ABR; does ABR have any say.  That is where it is getting from all the questions she has 

gotten and from talking with people on the board of ABR, when they have asked her questions.  She 

has been asked questions and she states that she does not know and to talk to the Mayor so hopefully 

they do.  Ms. Reichle stated that she would attend the ABR meeting.  
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Approval of Bills: 
Mr. Chitester moved to approve Pay Ordinance 2022-01; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.   

 

Officials Reports: 
 

Odis Rogers, Police Chief 

Chief Rogers thanked the Mayor for the sergeant promotion.  As some of you may know, Sgt. Ralph 

Saxer retired on January 3, 2022, with over 30 years of service.  We held a small luncheon for him 

the other day but there will be a retirement party in the next month or two and he will make sure that 

everyone knows.  He would have to say that this is probably the quickest we have ever replaced a 

position like this, for a retiree to go out on January 3rd and a promotion on January 11th has to be 

some sort of record and he cannot tell Council how important that is, not only for the day-to-day 

operations of the department but for the moral of the department and he appreciates Mayor Graven 

agreeing to do this.  He stated that Mike Dunegan is an outstanding police officer, and he is going to 

be an outstanding sergeant and he couldn’t be happier.  With that, he would respectfully request to be 

excused from the rest of tonight’s meeting so he could go downstairs and celebrate with the officers 

and Mike.   

 

Joe Borczuch, Service Director  

Mr. Borczuch thanked Council for his reappointment.  He stated that they have been at the Village 

Green removing the playground and getting the area prepped as we are looking at mid-March for the 

delivery of the new playground.  He stated that they are about three quarters finished.   

 

The department has been doing vehicle maintenance and getting ready for snow. We have been 

searching for vehicles which is a hinderance at this moment. In order to get something ordered in a 

timely fashion we are looking at a year or possibly two for delivery of vehicles. We may be stuck 

with a single source vendor but is still waiting on some answers from dealerships to see if they have 

something that is already build or on site. If they do, he will bring that to Council, otherwise it may 

take another 18 months to 2 years to get a replacement. He stated that one of the plow trucks is 22 

years old and should have been replaced over six years ago.   

 

He stated that night shift is up and running and was just dispatched to Tyndall Falls to spread salt due 

to a water main break.  

 

Matt Sheehan, Fire Chief  

Fire Chief Sheehan stated that there was an increase in runs in 2021 by approximately 228, giving us 

a total of 1530 runs for the year; 1,006 of those are medical calls.  We had 17 structure fires but only 

two of those fires were in the City of Olmsted Falls and fortunately damage to the residents homes 

was minor.  The influx in the amount of runs probably has a lot to do with the Clover Senior Center 

across the street and of course the pandemic that we are dealing with.  

 

He stated that on Council’s agenda is Resolution #10-2022 requesting that authorization to submit a 

grant to Firehouse Subs for the large diameter five inch hose and he is hoping that Council will 

approve this. This is a no matching grant so if approved there will be no cost to the city. We have 

found out that this Firehouse Sub Grant only accepts the first 200 applications and is nationwide so 
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Firefighter Ty Broumond will be setting his watch for 7AM in order to file the grant right and 

hopefully we will receive the grant.  

 

Tom Jordan, Economic Development Consultant 

Mr. Jordan stated that in prior meetings he mentioned the storefront renovation program, the forms 

are ready. The general program is if you invest, let’s say $10,000 in exterior repairs, the city will give 

up to a $5,000 grant, the property owner would need to take care of any code violations, if there are 

any.  This is limited to commercial structures, if you spend over that amount, which is encouraged 

that is fine, but the city’s grant would be limited to $5,000. We will take $50,000 of the ARPA money 

to utilize this program. He believes the finance director was going to update the ARPA plan to 

include this program and the law and finance departments wanted to review the forms and the 

process. This program is open to any individual that owns or rents a commercial structure in the City 

of Olmsted Falls. He hopes to have legislation prepared for the next council meeting and then he will 

go into the details of the program.   

 

He stated that now the tax abatement program is in place and we have one commercial recipient we 

are in the process of forming the tax review committee, which is required, and submitting the names 

to comply with the state law.   

 

Councilman Jay McFadden, Ward I – No Report 

 

Councilwoman Yvonne Buchholz, Ward III – No Report  

 

Councilwoman Lori Jones, At-Large 

Ms. Jones stated that she gave a printout to Mr. Munteanu and told Mr. Bemer last week too about 

emergency ordinances or resolutions and it outlines what is acceptable and what you do and how you 

have to define it and why it’s an emergency. She will either make a copy and put in everyone’s box or 

send it to you on email, she found it quite interesting.  

 

Councilman Pro-Tempore Brian Chitester 

Mr. Chitester stated that he will contact ABR Chairman Tomasch tomorrow so she is prepared for 

Ms. Reichle and will be able to give her as much detail as possible.   

 

Councilman President Cornel Munteanu 

Mr. Munteanu stated that the advertisement for the vacant Council seats have been posted. He would 

like to schedule a work session either Monday, the 24th or an hour before the 25th Council meeting to 

possibly review the resumes and the Council committee requests.  Ms. Jones asked if we got any 

applications yet.  Clerk Mancini stated that the advertisement appeared in the paper on Thursday, and 

she has received one resume.  

 

Andrew D. Bemer, Acting Law Director – No Report  

 

Old Business - None 
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New Business  

 

Resolution 01-2022 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING ANGELA MANCINI TO THE POSITION OF CLERK OF 

COUNCIL IN THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  

First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 02-2022 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF CHAGRIN VALLEY 

ENGINEERING AS THE CITY ENGINEER FOR A TWO YEAR PERIOD, 

ESTABLISHING THE COMPENSATION, AND REPEALING ALL OTHER 

LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT HEREIN AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First 

Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Ms. Jones asked if there was any change 

in compensation.  Mr. Munteanu replied no.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. 

Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 

nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. 

Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 03-2022 

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND CONSENTING TO AN EMERGENCY ROAD 

MAINTENANCE PROJECT BY THE CUYAHOGA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS FOR 2022 AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.   

 

Ms. Jones asked what is the deadline for this.  Mr. Borczuch asked what she meant by deadline. This 

is housekeeping legislation that allows us to get our programs together.  Ms. Jones asked what the 

emergency was, she was trying to figure that out.  Mr. Borczuch stated that this allows us to get 

information out and bids out by February so they can be returned earlier.  Ms. Jones asked why he 

did not ask in December.  Mr. Borczuch replied that this would be for this year and the legislation has 

to run with the year. Ms. Jones stated that we plan in advance in other things like we know in January 

when we want to put something out in February; well this is January.  Mr. Borczuch replied that he 

has to get bids together in order to get them out. This legislation has always been approved adopted 

in January so he can get everything done for the next step. Ms. Jones stated that he needs to be 

careful in the future that he plans further ahead to be able to get ready because just to submit bids 

may not be an emergency.  Mr. Borczuch stated that he does plan in advance. Ms. Jones stated that 

some things are like it has to be in by the 10th or something like that. Mr. Borczuch stated that this 

was standard legislation that is completed each year and he does not change it.  This has been like 

this for as long as he has been with the city. Ms. Jones stated that she is not picking on him she is just 

asking why its an emergency.  
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Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its 

entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester 

moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 04-2022  
AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING CORY SWAISGOOD AS FINANCE DIRECTOR AND 

TAX ADMINISTRATOR FOR THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, ESTABLISHING 

COMPENSATION, AND REPEALING ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT 

HEREWITH  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 05-2022 

AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING ANDREW D. BEMER AS DIRECTOR OF LAW FOR 

THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION, REPEALING 

ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT HEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to suspend; Mr. McFadden seconded.   

 

Ms. Jones asked if there were any changes to salary or benefits in this job.  Clerk Mancini replied no.  

Ms. Jones stated that she would like to say that Mr. Bemer was the one who attacked her personally 

not just on an issue; he called her names so she is just saying that; and he never apologized and she 

does not think appropriate.  Mr. Munteanu stated that was personal and requested to move on.  Ms. 

Jones stated that is what he did to me at that a council meeting.   Voice Vote: 4 ayes; 1 nay. Motion 

failed.   

 

Ms. Jones stated that was very good because that is what this says that you have to have a majority of 

all council according to the charter which would be five votes.   Clerk Mancini replied that was 

correct and is why the motion to suspend failed.  

 

Ordinance 06-2022  

AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING KEVIN SPELLACY AND VINCE RUFFA AS CO-

MAGISTRATES OF THE OLMSTED FALLS MAYOR’S COURT, ESTABLISHING 

COMPENSATION, AND REPEALING ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT 

HEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

As Council President Munteanu began reading Ordinance 06-2022 Ms. Jones interjected stating that 

she wants to change her vote to the previous Ordinance.  Mr. Chitester indicated that Ms. Jones was 

out of order as she is speaking out of turn and not being called upon by the chairman.  Ms. Jones 

replied ok, then she would not change her vote.  Council President Munteanu began reading 

Ordinance 06-2022 again.  

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 
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Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 07-2022 

AN ORDINANCE APPOINTING JOHN CASTELE AS PROSECUTOR/ASSISTANT LAW 

DIRECTOR FOR THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS, ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION, 

REPEALING ALL LEGISLATION INCONSISTENT HEREWITH, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to adopt; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Resolution 08-2022 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND/OR DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC 

SERVICE TO ENGAGE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR, AND TO ADVERTISE FOR 

BIDS AND ENTER INTO ONE OR MORE CONTRACTS FOR ASPHALT OVERLAYS, 

CONCRETE REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT, CRACK SEALING AND BITUMINOUS 

SURFACE TREATMENTS TO VARIOUS CITY STREETS FOR THE ANNUAL STREET 

MAINTENANCE AND REHABILITATION PROGRAM, APPROPRIATING FUNDS 

THEREFOR, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Mr. McFadden seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

Ordinance 09-2022  

AN ORDINANCE  ESTABLISHING THE APPOINTMENT AND THE COMPENSATION 

OF THE SAFETY DIRECTOR AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY   First Reading 

 

Resolution 10-2022 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION ON 

BEHALF OF THE CITY OF OLMSTED FALLS TO PARTICIPATE IN A FIREHOUSE 

SUBS PUBLIC SAFETY FOUNDATION GRANT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

FIREFIGHTING SUPPLIES AND ACCEPTING SAID FUNDS IF AWARDED, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY  First Reading 

 

Mr. Chitester moved to suspend; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion 

carried.  Mr. Chitester moved to waive the reading in its entirety; Ms. Buchholz seconded.  Voice 

Vote: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  Ms. Buchholz moved to adopt; Mr. Chitester seconded.  

Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  
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Cory Swaisgood, Finance Director  

Mr. Swaisgood stated that the December financial reports would be available prior to the next council 

meeting as the finance department continues to close the year and open up the new year. He will say 

that the city ended with a healthy General Fund balance as we go into the new year.  

 

 

Miscellaneous New Business - None 

 

Such other business that may come before Council - None 

 

Ms. Buchholz moved to adjourn; Mr. Chitester seconded.  Poll: 5 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Cornel Munteanu, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 
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